??                                BROKEN EARTH

*And the rest of us are not better,* pursued the blacksmith
with passion. 'The new manager of the government farm
told me a lot of things, and I tell you, brothers, he is right,
even if he is a Communist. All we learned in the old days
was to cheat one another. .. .*

No one rose to dispute these terrible words. No one
showed signs of the least indignation. Silence ensued, the
silence of unquestioning acquiescence. . . .

I do not know whether to commend or condemn the
tendency of the Russian to belittle and reproach himself, to
regard himself as the lowliest of the lowly. Ask an
American, for example, which in his opinion is the greatest
country in the world, and is there any need to write out the
ansVer ? Put the same question to the Frenchman or the
Englishman, and the reply is likewise obvious. To citizens
of these lands there are no countries like their own. Put
the question to a Russian, and he'll shake his head and
shrug his shoulders and say : 'I know not which is the best
country in the world. But I do know which is the worst.
It is Russia.' And it makes no difference who this Russian
is, whether a Turgenev, a Tolstoy, a Gorki, or an ordinary
muzhik. ...

The conversation continued.

* And what do you suppose they are trying to do now?'
asked Zakhar.

What ?' queried several voices in unison,

'Well, it seemed funny to me, and it may seem so to you,
too. The other day I was at the fair and as I was walking
along the grounds I heard a commotion. An urchin had
stolen a hat fro^i a Jew pedlar, and the Jew caught him and
thrashed him, pulled him around by the hair and scratched
his face until it bled. Then a mi itiaman came along and
arrested the Jew and said that in Soviet Russia nobody's got
any right to whip children. That's the new law, he said,
and anybody who was caught whipping children would be
arrested and punished. Now what do you think of
that r

The little man frowned, and several muzhiks chortled
with amusement. It was evident that to them the very
notion that it was wrong to beat a child was utterly silly.